
 

Table 1: Signature requirements for a land use law or local obligation law referendum  
[Utah Code 20A-7-601(3)] 

 Signature Requirement Total number of Voter 
Participation Areas within 
Jurisdiction* 

Signature Requirement for 
Voter Participation Areas* 

First Class County 16% of active voters in the 
county 

8 areas 16% of active voters in 75% of 
the areas 

Second Class County 16% of active voters in the 
county 

8 areas 16% of active voters in 75% of 
the areas 

Third Class County 16% of active voters in the 
county 

4 areas 16% of active voters in 75% of 
the areas 

Fourth Class County 16% of active voters in the 
county 

4 areas 16% of active voters in 75% of 
the areas 

Fifth Class County 16% of active voters in the 
county 

Potential area requirement** Potential area requirement** 

Sixth Class County 16% of active voters in the 
county 

Potential area requirement** Potential area requirement** 

First Class Municipality 15% of active voters in the 
municipality 

8 areas 15% of active voters in 75% of 
the areas 

Second Class Municipality 16% of active voters in the 
municipality 

8 areas 16% of active voters in 75% of 
the areas 

Third Class Municipality 27.5% of active voters in the 
municipality 

4 areas 27.5% of active voters in 75% of 
the areas 

Fourth Class Municipality 29% of active voters in the 
metro township 

4 areas 29% of active voters in 75% of 
the areas 

Fifth Class Municipality 35% of active voters in the 
municipality 

No area requirement No area requirement 

Town 40% of active voters in the 
municipality 

No area requirement No area requirement 

Metro Township with a 
population of 100,000+ 

15% of active voters in the 
metro township 

8 areas 15% of active voters in 75% of 
the areas 

Metro Township with a 
population of 65,000-99,999 

16% of active voters in the 
metro township 

8 areas 16% of active voters in 75% of 
the areas 

Metro Township with a 
population of 30,000-64,999 

27.5% of active voters in the 
metro township 

4 areas 27.5% of active voters in 75% of 
the areas 

Metro Township with a 
population of 10,000-29,999 

29% of active voters in the 
metro township 

4 areas 29% of active voters in 75% of 
the areas 

Metro Township with a 
population of 1,000-9,999 

35% of active voters in the 
metro township 

No area requirement No area requirement 

Metro Township with a 
population of 1-999 

40% of active voters in the 
metro township 

No area requirement No area requirement 
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Table 2: Signature requirements for a subjurisdictional law referendum  
[Utah Code 20A-7-601(4)] 
 

Number of Active Voters in Subjurisdiction Signature Requirement 

25,001 + active voters 10% of active voters in subjurisdiction 

10,001 - 25,000 active voters in jurisdiction 12.5% of active voters in subjurisdiction 

2,501 - 10,000 active voters 15% of active voters in subjurisdiction 

501 - 2,500 active voters 20% of active voters in subjurisdiction 

251 - 500 active voters 25% of active voters in subjurisdiction 

1 - 250 active voters 30% of active voters in subjurisdiction 
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Table 3: Signature requirements for all other referenda [Utah Code 20A-7-601(2)] 
 

 Signature Requirement Total number of Voter 
Participation Areas within 
Jurisdiction* 

Signature Requirement for 
Voter Participation Areas* 

First Class County 7.75% of active voters in the 
county 

8 areas 7.75% of active voters in 75% of 
the areas 

Second Class County 8% of active voters in the 
county 

8 areas 8% of active voters in 75% of 
the areas 

Third Class County 9.5% of active voters in the 
county 

4 areas 9.5% of active voters in 75% of 
the areas 

Fourth Class County 11.5% of active voters in the 
county 

4 areas 11.5% of active voters in 75% of 
the areas 

Fifth Class County 25% of active voters in the 
county 

No area requirement No area requirement 

Sixth Class County 35% of active voters in the 
county 

No area requirement No area requirement 

First Class Municipality 7.5% of active voters in the 
municipality 

8 areas 7.5% of active voters in 75% of 
the areas 

Second Class Municipality 8.25% of active voters in the 
municipality 

8 areas 8.25% of active voters in 75% of 
the areas 

Third Class Municipality 10% of active voters in the 
municipality 

4 areas 10% of active voters in 75% of 
the areas 

Fourth Class Municipality 11.5% of active voters in the 
municipality 

4 areas 11.5% of active voters in 75% of 
the areas 

Fifth Class Municipality 25% of active voters in the 
metro township 

No area requirement No area requirement 

Town 35% of active voters in the 
municipality 

No area requirement No area requirement 

Metro Township with a 
population of 100,000+ 

7.5% of active voters in the 
municipality 

8 areas 7.5% of active voters in 75% of 
the areas 

Metro Township with a 
population of 65,000-99,999 

8.25% of active voters in the 
metro township 

8 areas 8.25% of active voters in 75% of 
the areas 

Metro Township with a 
population of 30,000-64,999 

10% of active voters in the 
metro township 

4 areas 10% of active voters in 75% of 
the areas 

Metro Township with a 
population of 10,000-29,999 

11.5% of active voters in the 
metro township 

4 areas 11.5% of active voters in 75% of 
the areas 

Metro Township with a 
population of 1,000-9,999 

25% of active voters in the 
metro township 

No area requirement No area requirement 

Metro Township with a 
population of 1-999 

35% of active voters in the 
metro township 

No area requirement No area requirement 
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*The voter participation area requirements do not go into effect until January 1, 2020.  If a local government has council districts rather 
than at-large council seats, the council districts may be used as voter participation areas instead.  As a result, the number of voter 
participation areas may vary. 
 
**Utah Code 20A-7-401.3(2) states that a fifth class county and sixth class county are not divided into voter participation areas.  However, 
Utah Code 20A-7-601(3) states that a referendum on a land use law within a fifth or sixth class county must obtain signatures within voter 
participation areas. 
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